	 Skip to main content














[image: Alfandre Architecture, Hudson Valley - logo]

















Healthy Buildings, Healthy People, Healthy Communities, and a Healthful Planet














845.255.4774


































 

	home
	services
	commercial architecture
	residential architecture
	design & build services
	green building
	sustainable design
	master planning & visioning


	projects
	case studies
	commercial
	hotel & lodging
	professional & office
	spiritual & religious buildings
	cultural, civic & historic
	government, municipal & education
	residential
	retail
	multifamily
	agribusiness


	about
	who we are
	case studies


	News
	Press
	Blog


	Jobs
	contact


















Search 



Search






 
















Minnewaska Lodge, Gardiner, NY – Case Study

by Alfandre Architecture 
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Paul Schwartzberg - Minnewaska Lodge

Business Owner

"We liked Rick's work. We liked him. It was just a nice fit.”
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Backstory

We were trying to build a small hotel that was beautiful, blended with the environment, and within a specific budget. We were looking to do something that felt like a contemporary Adirondack-style camp.

We had met with two other architects, but we liked Rick’s work because his design ideas were more aligned with ours. I also liked his work at the Emerson Resort and he seemed like he’d be an easy person to work with.

He was very mindful that we had a budget and he understood that this project was for a new business. We liked his work. We liked him. It was just a nice fit.

Project Goals and Choosing Alfandre


We wanted soaring ceilings and a ‘great-room,’ lots of glass and lots of light.
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The vision of what I wanted the lodge to look like and Rick’s ability to translate that into what it became was fairly easy.

Our goal was to build green, but it was going to have to be cost-competitive with alternatives. That’s the direction we wanted to go in. We wanted to make the building as green and as efficient as possible within our budget.
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Great Room window view.

The Design Process and Build Process

The client and the architect have to be on the same page to some extent. You have to like the architect's aesthetics and the architect needs to respect the client’s budget. You’re not going to hire Picasso if you like Rembrandt. You find the architect that builds things that you like.

Rick and I both like Frank Lloyd Wright and I liked the buildings that Rick had built compared to the other architects that I talked to. You have to start at that point. You have to like Rick’s aesthetics, perspectives and point of view. If you do, he’ll take your vision and ideas and elaborate on them. He’ll make it more beautiful and make it something that you can afford to build.

This project was done before Rick had his own construction company, so they didn’t build it, but they supervised the construction company that did.

It was a great experience, and subsequently I hired Alfandre Architecture for other work at the Lodge, including possible expansion. We also worked together on a design renovation of another hotel I owned, the Bark Eater Inn up in the Adirondacks. The project has also been a good experience and an interesting process as well.

Results
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 As long as you’re on the same page with budget and you have the same ideas, then it’s a fun, collaborative process.



Rick has a certain style. If you like Rick’s work, you like his aesthetics and you want to build something green, he’s an easy person to work with. I would certainly recommend Alfandre Architecture.










Find out how Alfandre Architecture can deliver your project seamlessly from design to build. 
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Need help with your project? 
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See more hospitality projects: 





































The Bark Eater Inn, Keene, NY – Project Summary 
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Hampton Inn Visual Impact Study, New Paltz, NY – Case Study 
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Roxbury Motel, Roxbury, NY – Project Summary 
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Emerson Resort & Spa, Mount Trempor, NY – Project Summary 
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MAIN PORTFOLIO





















































Related Projects 






























M&T Bank, Newburgh NY – LEED Consulting – Project Summary 
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Woodlands Community Temple, Greenburgh, NY – Project Summary 
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Rock Tavern, NY – Case Study 
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